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ABBREVIATIONS 


ABM anti-ballistic missile 
ACCJ American Chamber of Commerce in Japan 
ADB Asian Development Bank 

ADRs american depositary receipts 

AEC Atomic Energy Commission 

AIDS acquired immune deficiency syndrome 
ANC African National Congress 

AP Associated Press 

APEC Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 

ASDF Air Self-Defense Force 

ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations 


AWACS Airbome Warming and Control System 
mie sins | 

BIS Bank of International Settlements 

BOJ Bank of Japan 


— CFC — 
CAPTAIN Character and Pattern Telephone Access Information 
Network 
CATV community antenna television 
CB covertible bond 
CCD charge-coupled device 
CD certificate of deposit 
CFCs chlorofluorocarbons 
CHONGRYUN General Association of Korean Residents in Japan 
CIA Central Intelligence Agency 
CIS Commonwealth of Independent States 
CP commercial paper 
CTBT Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
CWAJ College Women’s Association in Japan 
— [f) — 
DAT digital audio tape 
DEA Drug Enforcement Administration 
DPJ Democratic Party of Japan 
-DRAMs dynamic random-access memories 
— — — 
EBRD European Banks for Reconstruction and Development 
EC European Communities 
‘ECOSOC Economic and Social Council | 
EDTV extended-definition television 
EFTA European Free Trade Association 
EMS European Monetary System 
EPA Economic Planning Agency 
ERM European Exchange Rate Mechanism 
ESA European Space Agency | 
ESCAP U.N. Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
EU European Union 
jeans I acta 
FAO Food and Agriculture Organization 
FBI Federal Bureau of Investigation 
FCCJ Foreign Correspondents’ Club of Japan 
FDA Food and Drug Administration 
FRB Federal Reserve Board 


FTC Fair Trade Commission 
lla 
GAO General Accounting Office 
GATT General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
GCC Gulf Cooperation Council 


GDP Gross domestic product 
GENSUKIN Japan Congress Against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs 


GENSUIKYO Japan Council Against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs 
GM General Motors Corp. 
GNP Gross national product 
GSDF Ground Self-Defense Force 
— fH — 
HDTV High-definition television 
HFCs Hydrofluorocarbons 
HIV human immunodeficiency virus 
a | 
IAA International Association of Art 
IAEA International Atomic Energy Agency 
IATA International Air Transport Association 
lIOCT Institute for New Generation Computer Technology 
ICPR International Commission on Radiological Protection 
IDU International Democrat Union 
IEA International Energy Agency 
IFC International Finance Corp. 
liSS International Institute for Strategic Studies 
ILO International Labor Organization 
IMF International Monetary Fund 
INTELSAT International Telecommunications Satellite Organization 
INTERPOL International Criminal Police Organization 
IOC International Olympic Committe 
IPI International Press Institute 
IRA Irush Republic Army 
IWC International Whaling Commission 
IVANS International Value-Added Networks — 
— Jj — 
JAA Japan Artistis’ Association 
JAAF Japan Amateur Athletic Federation 
JAIA Japan Automobile Importers’ Association 
JAIDO Japan International Development Organization 
JAMA Japan Automobile Manufacturers Association 
JAMSTEC Japan Maritime Science and Technology Center 
JANCPEC Japan National Committee for Pacific Economic 
Cooperation 
JASA Japan Amateur Sports Association 
JATA Japan Association of Travel Agents 
JCCI Japan Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
JCP Japan Communist Pary 
JET Japan Exchange and Teaching Program 
JETRO Japan External Trade Organizaition 
JICA Japan International Cooperation Agency 
JICHIRO (ZENNIHON JICHIDANTA!I RODOKUMIAI) ALL lenis Prefec- 
tural and Municipal Workers’ Union 
JOC Japan Olympic Committee 
—_ K — 
KANKEIREN (KANSAI KEIZAI RENGOKAI) Kansai Economic Federa- 
tion 
KEDO Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization 


KEIDANREN (KEIZAI DANTAI RENGOKAI) Japan Federation of Eco- 


nomic Organizations | 

KEIZAI DOYUKAI Japan Association of Corporate Executives 
— | — 

LBO leveraged buyout 

LDP Liberal Democratic Party 

LSI large-scale integration 
— i— 

M&A merger and acquisition 

MIA missing in action 

MIPRO Manufactured Imports Promotion Organization 

MITI Ministry of International Trade and Industry 

MOSS Market-Oriented, Sector-Selective 

MPD Metropolitan Police Department 

MSDF Martime Self-Defense Force 
— NN — 

NAFTA North American Free Trade Agreement 

NASA National Aeronautics and Space Administration 

NASDA National Space Development Agency 

NASDAQ National Association of Securities Dealers Automated 

Quotations 
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NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

NGO nongovernmental organization 

NHK (NIHON HOSO KYOKAI) Japan Broadcasting Corp. 

NICHIBENREN (NIHON BENGOSHI RENMEI) Japan Federation of 
Bar Associations 

NIEs Newly Industrializing Economies 

NIKKEIREN (NIHON KEIEISHA DANTAI RENMEI) Japan Federation of 


Employers’ Associations 


__ NIKKYOSO (NIHON KYOSHOKUIN KUMIAI) Japan Teachers’ Union 


NPA National Police Agency 
NPO nonprofit organization 
NTT Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Corp. 
NYMEX New York Mercantile Exchange 
NYSE New York Stock Exchange 
iss ties 
OAPEC Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries 
OAS Organization of American States 
OAU Organization of African Unity 
OCCI Osaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
ODA Official Development Assistance 
OECD Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 
OECF Overseas Economic Cooperation Fund 
_OPEC Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
OSI open systems’ interconnection 
OTC over-the-counter 
ini onins 


PCBs polychlorinated bipheny! 


PECC Pacific Economic Cooperation Conference 
PEN Poets and playwrights, Essayists and editors, and Novelists 
PKF Peace Keeping Forces 
PKO Peace Keeping Operation 
PLO Palestine Liberation Organization 
POWs prisoners of war 
— 
R&D research and development 
RENGO (ZENNIHON MINKAN RODOKUMIAI RENGOKAI) Japanese 
Private Sector Trade Union Confederation 
ROK Republic of Korea 
—_— S — 
SAS Scandinavian Airlines System 
SDF Self-Defense Forces 
SDI Strategic Defense Initiative 
SDP Social Democratic party 
SESC Securities and Exchanges Surveillance Commission — 
SHIN RENGO (NIHON RODOKUMIAI SORENGO-KAI) Japanese 
Trade Union Confederation 
SHITETSU-SOREN (NIHON SHITETSU RODOKUMIAI 
SORENGO-KAI) General Federation of Private Railway 
Workers Unions of Japan 
SNF Short-Range Nuclear Force 
SOR synchrotron orbit radiation 
STA Science and Technology Agency 
START Strategic Arms Reduction Talks 
enig Tein 
TCCI Tokyo Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
TOPIX Tokyo stock price index 
TRISTAN transposable ring-intersecting storage accelerator in Nippon 
TRON the realtime operating system nucleus 
TSE Tokyo Stock Exchange 


aT 


UAE United Arab Emirates 

U.K. United Kingdom 

U.N. United Nations 

_ UFO unidentified flying object 

ULSIs ultra-large-scale integrated circuit chips 

UNC United Nations Command 

UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 

UNEP United Nations Environment Program 

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza- 
tion 

_ UNFPA United Nations Fund for Population Activities 

UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund 

UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization 

UNMOVIC United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection 
Commission 

UNSC United Nations Security Council 

UPI United Press International 


USTR U.S. Trade Representative 
UV-B ultraviolet-B 
—_ V 
VAT Value-Added Tax 
VCRs videocassette recorders 
VOA Voice of America 
VTRs videotape recorders 
sinnte Den 
WHO World Health Organization 
WIPO World Intellectual Property Organization 
WTO World Trade Organization 
WWE World Wide Fund for Nature 
— 7 — 
ZENCHU (ZENKOKU NOGYO KUMIAI CHUOKAI) Central Union of 
Agricultural Cooperatives 
ZENGINKYO (ZENKOKU GINKO KYOKAI) Japanese Bankers 
Association 
ZENNO (ZENKOKU NOGYO KYODO KUMIAI RENGOKAI) Federation 
of Agricultural Cooperative Associations 


Major News of April 2004 


April 1 (Thursday) 


Front Page News 
High court rescinds weekly’s injunction 
Dollar plunges to lowest level since April 2000 
White House to let Rice testify publicly over 9/11 
Poultry exec arrested over farm’s failure to report bird 
flu 


Foreign News 
S. Korea bullet train symbolizes pride, patience (p4) 


China to retaliate for U.S. fingerprinting conditions (p4) 


U.K. arrests show terrorist threat now homegrown (p5) 

Lady Liberty to reopen, but with limited access (p5) 

Sharon agrees to honor party vote on Gaza pullout plan 
(p6) 

Charred bodies of ‘foreigner’s paraded in Fallujah’s 
Street (p6) 

Chirac under pressure for big Cabinet changes (p7) 

Three die in Bolivia Congress attack (p7) 

Belgrade Oks compensation for those on trial at Hague 
court (p8) 

Domestic News 
Campaigners of DPJ lawmakers guilty (p2) 
Pension reform debate could turn into a battle for the 


ages (p2) 


Government appeals ruling on slave-labor compensation 


(p2) 
U.S. traded Iran oil deal for SDF in Iraq: Democrat (p2) 
Temporary magazine sales ban threatens freedom of 
expression (p2) 
Antiterrorism measures win Diet OK (p2) 
New price tags split fractional tax hairs (p3) 
Death prompts revolving-door closures, safety 
inspections (p3) 
Senkaku spat scuppers sea-treaty talks (p3) 
Parents angry at education board over anthem directive 
(p3) 
Business News 
Beijing snub scuppers Japan Post’ China foray (p10) 
March yen-selling intervention hits ** 4.7 trillion (p10) 
Japan, China localities to boost ties (p10) 
Gap in tax rates may raise EU tensions (p13) 
Sports News 
Matsui rips homer as Yanks win (p22) 
Editorial 
Don’t forget Afghanistan (p18) 


April 2 (Friday) 
Front Page News 
U.N. hands Cyprus final plan 
BOJ ‘tankan’ shows recovery widening 
Kitty Hawk successor to be nuclear-powered 
NATO troops wound two during nighttime hunt for 
Karadzic 


Foreign News 
Thai police recover some stolen explosives (p4) 
Australian police shocked as tit-for-tat gang war claims 
23" victim (p4) 
Prodemocracy protest held in H.K. (p4) 
March was second-deadliest month for U.S. troops in 


Iraq (p5) 
Raffarin names new French government (p6) 


Lithuanian president violated constitution: high court 
(p6) 
Domestic News 

Koizumi pledges passage of pension reform bills (p2) 
Japan renews its lease on disputed Senkaku Islands (p2) 
Bush, Koizumi celebrate 150 years of ties (p2) 
Koizumi critic to head doctor lobby (p2) 

EU opens research center in Tokyo (p2) 

Crack appear in Crown princess’ facade (p3) 


F150 billion Diet project mean capital staying put ? 
(p3) 

GSDF drills to simulate repelling attacks in Iraq (p3) 
Business News 

Stock-option proposal could slash profits (p9) 

Almost | million graduates start work (p18) 

U.S. seeks outside view on beef import impasse (p18) 

NHK, TV broadcasters to block digital copying (p18) 

Japan Post fetes first anniversary (p18) 

Japan to join China-U:S. chip talks (p18) 


Sports News 

Japan squeaks past Singapore (p24) 
Editorial 

Lessons from the Okamoto case (p20) 


April 3 (Saturday) 


Front Page News 
U.S. to sit in if police grill crime suspects in the military 
Hirasawa exits post over secret talks with Pyongyang 
Israel may target Arafat, Nasrallah 
Supersmall galaxies found; outnumber large ones 


Foreign News 

Opinion polls point to hung Parliament as Sn Lanka’s 
election day passes quietly (p4) 

N. Korea abruptly cancels excursion planned for 
families during reunion (p4) 

German conservative state bans head scarves in schools 
(p5) 

ICAO calls for machine-readable passports (p5) 

U.S. knew al-Qaeda planned attacks, whistle-blower 
says (p5) 

Thousands of Peruvians missing (p5) 

Will smoke-free Ireland ban drinking next ? (p6) 

Vatican denies security alert for the pope during Easter 
(p/) 

Shuttle safety upgrade may cost $700 million: NASA 
(p7) 

Domestic News 

Drug offender to serve rest of term in U.K. (p2) 

Revolving door risk seen a year ago (p2) 

Ishihara airs sea, port security report (p2) 

Professor Kitaoka to be U.N. envoy (p2) 

Crackdown has publishers running scared (p3) 

GSDF chief of staff visits Samawah to rally troops (p3) 

California court nixes slave-labor suit (p3) 


Business News 
JR East workers use Suica cards as ID (p8) 
Kamei rejects U.S. proposal on beef ban (p8) 
Summer bonuses set to rise 0.5% (p8) 
Takenaka buoyed by latest ‘tankan’ (p8) 
Household spending up in February (p8) 


Singapore manufacturing lifts pace (p11) 

U.S. takes aim at Asia over trade barriers (p11) 
U.S. job growth best in four years (p11) 

Saudis vow to prevent world oil shortages (p11) 


Sports News 
Yokohama to host WBC title bouts (p19) 
Terauchi bags springboard title (p19) 
Editorial 
Nurturing the sprouts of recovery (p16) 


April 4 (Sunday) 
Front Page News 
Myanmar says release of Suu Kyi is in works 
U.S. to print, photograph visitors from 27 close allies 
Kawaguchi, Wen clash over Senkaku, Yasukuni 
Sri Lanka president’s party leads in vote 
Foreign News 
U.S. death toll in Iraq hits 600; Fallujah chief slam 
mutilation(p4) 
Terrorists may hit trains, buses in big U.S. cities in 
summer (p4) 
Jackson trial goes on without him as award leads to 
dispute (p6) 
Canada’s Martin will meet Bush (p6) 
Bush raises $182 million in fund, tops $170 mil. Goal 
_(p6) 
Domestic News 
Chinese fighting deportation enrolls in university; will 
seek student visa (p2) 
Missing score for Bach piece found among Japanese 
pianist’s belongings (p2) 
Chongryun branch makes unusual protest to HQ (p2) 
Japan, U.S. celebrate first treaty (p2) 
Tanaka’s daughter won’t appeal (p2) 
Next British ambassador announced (p2) 
Business News 
EU proposes freer flow of booze (p16) 
Ex-Channel 4 head picked to lead BBC (p17) 
Microsoft, Sun end legal battles (p17) 


Sports News 
Noto dies from injury in March bout (p19) 
Schumacher on pole in Bahrain (p19) 
Ichiro’s alma mater makes Koshien final (p20) 
Editorial 
The U.S. pastime in Tokyo Dome (p12) 


April 5 (Monday) 
Front Page News 
Sri Lankan president must seek new alliance 
Madrid rail attack suspects blow selves up 
Autocrat upsets Slovak first-round vote 
Japan, China agree on regular meetings including South 
Korea 


Foreign News 
Blair under new cloud on Iraq intelligence (p4) 
Brazil refuses nuclear inspections (p5) 
Chirac visits ‘top secret’ space center outside Moscow, 
meets Putin, Ivanov (p5) 
EU cuts list to two for top IMF post, mulls bigger 
budget (p9) 


Domestic News 

Amid increase, ‘karoshi’ recognition to be faster (p2) 

DGP growth for fiscal 2003 may hit 3%, Takenaka says 
(p2) 

Shiotani re-elected Kumamoto governor (p2) 

Group slams two LDP officials for secret meeting with 
North Koreans (p2) 

Kanzaki favors defining SDF in the Constitution (p2) 


Business News 
Hot economy fuels local interest in China’s currency 
(p13) 
Sports News 
Obata 11" at Paris Marathon (p21) 
Miyamoto bags second straight title (p21) 


Editorial 
Reducing violence against women (p16) 


April 6 (Tuesday) 
Front Page News 
U.S. forces battle Iraq Shiite ‘army’ 
U.S. wants access to SDF radar data 
Indonesians vote for Parliament; ex-dictator’s party 
expects to gain 


Foreign News 
Lien petitions Taiwan court to nullify poll (p4) 
‘Not too smart’ Megawati has backers (p4) 
Rahul Gandhi to run for Parliament (p4) 
Spain ‘inferno’ threatened unless troops withdraw (p5) 
Sharon repeats Arafat threat (p5) 
_ Long-ruling party regains power in Guinea-Bissau (p6) 
Smoking ban, fewer heart attacks (p7) 
U.K., French stamps honor entente (p7) 
Pope leads Palm Sunday Mass before crowd of joyful 
youths (p7) 
Domestic News 
Japanese living abroad in record high numbers (p2) 
Fukuda set for longevity record (p2) 
Fukuda dismisses unofficial talks with North (p2) 
Ishiba says sorry over Iraq visit deception (p2) 
Crown Princess extends rest period (p2) 
Nationalism, historical grievances work against Sino- 
Japan trade ties (p3) 
Confab delegates seek peace in Balkans (p3) 
Business News 
Japan may air chip gripes at WTO if it is barred from 
U.S.-China talks (p10) 
Suntory targets 10-fold increase in China sales (p10) 
Retailers, realtors upbeat: report (p10) 
ASEAN will review progress on freeing financial sector 
(p13) | 
Saudi-Chinese trade accord pushes Riyadh closer to 
WTO membership (p13) 
Writers seek more share in profits (p13) 


Sports News 
Kitagawa’s team wins Le Mans race (p19) 
JOC gives Okamoto the green light (p19) 


Editorial 
NATO expands, Russia worries (p16) 


April 7 (Wednesday) 
Front Page News 


Militia battles coalition across Iraq 

U.S. may draft reinforcements into Iraq 

Golkar party leads in Indonesian polls 

Nikkei tops 12,000 line amid optimism, yen fall 

Foreign News 

N. Korea can make ‘unlimited’ nuke stock (p4) 

Chen gunshot wound was not self-inflicted, says U.S. 
expert (p4) 

Man wrestles crocodile to rescue 11-year-old (p4) 

Assassin fails to kill leader of Chechnya neighbor (p5) 

Tense Spain calls for calm amid terrorism fears (p5) 

America will strike al-Qaeda if Pakistan won’t: U.S. 
envoy (p5) © 

Haiti vows to elect new president in 2005 (p6) 

Blair mulls over referendum on EU (p7) 

Los Angeles Times awarded five Pulitzer Prizes (p7) 


Domestic News 
Bill to bar ships from ports goes to Diet (p2) 
School term starts under ‘Kimigayo’ cloud (p2) 
Troops in Iraq to halt operations outside camp (p2) 
Four arrested over gold-smuggling (p2) 
Kids’ English education business thrives (p3) 
Bliss, not bars for some German POWs (p3) 
Nursing-care firms for the aged to face new disclosure 
law (p3) 
Business News 
Bush urged to target yen-bashing (p12) 
Regional banks endangering economy (p12) 
Daimler, Mitsubishi units plan *500 billion in aid for 
MMC (p12) 
More foreigners to join upper ranks at Toyota (p12) 
U.S. service sector surges at record pace (p14) 
Bid to modernize east Germany branded a failure (p15) 
Welteke to pay hotel bill that sparked a scandal (p15) 
Sports News 
Sasaki saves 23th as ‘Stars top Tigers (p19) 
- Sources: Japan lining up Zico successor (p20) 
Editorial 
Coercion can’t foster respect (p16) 


April 8 (Thursday) 

Front Page News 
U.S. bombs Iraqi mosque; 40 killed 
Koizumi shrine visit ruled unconstitutional 
‘Little Matsui’ comes up big in MLB debut 


_ DPJ pension reform plan has added 3% consumption tax _ 


Foreign News 
Refugees launch attack on Myanmar Embassy (p4) 
Thailand is named as next target (p4) 
Rice faces tough interrogation by 9/11 commission (p5) 
German court frees only 9/11 suspect ever jailed (p5) 
Lithuanian lawmakers oust president (p6) 
Rwanda marks 10 years since start of genocide (p8) 
Traffic crash death toll at 1.2 million a year and rising: 
WHO (p9) 
Domestic News 
Parties face off with competing pension plans (p2) 
Koizumi seeks to ax privileged pensions for Diet 
members (p2) 
Land ministry to prod realtors on renting to foreigners 


(p2) 
Volunteer offers consultation to women trafficked to 


Japan (p3) 
Japanese Embassy in Iraq faces security upgrade (p3) 
Pyongyang reportedly keen to know ‘criteria’ for 
resolving abduction issue (p3) 


Business News 
Fujitsu files suit against Samsung (p10) 
Panel wants Japan Post privatized in 2017 after 10-year 
transition phase (p10) 
Yen intervention should continue, Shiokawa says (p10) 
IHI to cut 1,200 employees in quest for profitability 
(p10) 
New round of Thai FTA talks begins (p10) 
U.S. may try new angle to reopen Japan beef market 
(p10) 
IMF warns of bond-market volatility (p13) 
Six EU members found in breach of budget rules (p13) 
ASRAN sees growth of up to 5.9% (p13) 
Sports News 
Cohen skates past Arakawa to take Marshalls Challenge 
(p23) 
Kazuo wastes no time (p24) 
Editorial 
Breaking the ice with China (p18) 


April 9 (Friday) 
Front Page News 
Japanese trio held hostage in Iraq 
Kerry unveils plan to lower federal deficit 
FTC raids Intel Japan over microprocessor deals 


Foreign News 
China warns it may change H.K. constitution in the 
future (p4) 
EU targets N. Korea rights abuses (p4) 
‘No silver bullet’ against Sept. 11: Rice (p5) 
U.S. asks nations to join force to protect U.N.’s Iraq 
mission (p5) 
Rwanda’s Kagame berates world on 10" anniversary of 
genocide (p6) 
Domestic News 
ASDF owns up to airlifting armed U.S. troops to Iraq - 
(p2) | 
Diet ponders ramifications of ruling on Yasukuni visit 
(p2) 
War veteran, 86 dons wet suit to honor shipmate (p3) 
Local governments crack down on pilferers of 
recyclable paper (p3) _ 
Ministry to gauge baby boom impact (p3) 
Business News 
U.S. jobless claims at three-year low (p8) 
Australian unemployment falling (p8) 
Worker sentiment best since August ’01 (p9) 
Intervention to continue, Tanigaki says (p9) 
Sports News 
Wrestlers to promote China tour (p23) 


Editorial 
Putting Yasukuni in its place (p18) 


April 10 (Saturday) 


Front Page News 
Koizumi says no to hostage-takers 
Abductees’ kin want SDF out immediately 


Captives’ crisis spurs Nikkei dive 

Coalition tries to halt offensive in Fallujah to pave way 
for aid delivery 

Foreign News 

ASEAN demands Myanmar be allowed to attend ASEM 
(p4) 

Powell acknowledges gravity of Iraq situation, 
difficulties for U.S. allies (p5) 

CIA warns France of Rail attack threat (p6) 

NATO official pledges no troops in new members (p6) 

Bouteflika claims re-election victory in Algeria (p7) 

Cameroon, Nigeria end border row (p7) 

Top Catholics oppose Kerry’s plan to attend Easter 
Mass (p8) 

Pope opens Easter days amid tightened security (p8) 

Domestic News 
Abductions put Japan’s resolve on line (p2) 
Protesters in Tokyo urge Iraq troop pullout (p2) 
Japan hit over lack of crisis-response measures (p2) 

GSDF Samawah camp takes in 17 journalists (p3) 

Hostage crisis to test Japan image, ties to U.S. policy 
(p3) 

U.S. wants Japan troops to stay in Iraq (p3) 

Women tapped for ODA ideas (p3) 


Business News 
February machinery orders post a 4.9% rise (p10) 
BOJ aims to stablize bond market (p10) 
Berlin ups pressure on Bundesbank boss to quit (p15) 
Chinese airline buying Airbus planes (p15) 
Sports News 
Mori fails as Japanese crash out (p23) 
Ai-chan keeps plowing ahead (p23) 
Editorial 
Stay the course in Iraq (p18) 


April 11 (Sunday) 
Front Page News 
Iraq group threatens death for 30 hostages 
Crisis HQ established in Jordan 
Government scrambles for info on hostages and captors 
Families opposed to U.S. rescue operation 
Cheney arrives in Japan amid hostage crisis 
Foreign News 
Thousands flee fighting in Sri Lanka (p3) 
Megawati party maintains narrow lead in Indonesian 
parliamentary polls (p3) 
Algerian president easily re-elected (p4) 
U.K. reporter tells of kidnapping ordeal, worsening risk 
in Iraq (p4) | 
Domestic News | 
SDF chief says Koizumi should resign over crisis (p2) 
Public is split over policy not to pull out SDF: survey 
(p2) 
Business News 
Paraguay president vows to stub out huge trade in 
counterfeit cigarettes (p6) 


Resumption of U.S. beef exports to Japan dealt blow by 
USDA order (p6) 


Sports News 
U.S. women’s team routs Japan (p19) 
Ai-chan books Olympic ticket (p19) 
Bao to face Susilo in Japan Open final (p19) 


Editorial 
Turn off the television (p14) 


April 12 (Monday) 


No paper was issued due to press holiday on Sunday. 


April 13 (Tuesday) 
Front Page News 
Nightmare continues for captives’ kin as Japan tries to 
verify info, negotiate 
Cheney promises U.S. will help Japan bring hostages 
home 
Twelve hostages set free: Iraq official 
70 coalition troops, 700 Iraqis reported killed since 
April 1 
Foreign News 
Seoul to send more troops to Iraq even if situation 
worsens (p4) 
Status of American troops in Iraq falls from 
superwarrior to ordinary (p5) 
Experts debate Bush, FBI reaction to report (p5) 
Pope calls on world to fight terrorism (p10) 
Domestic News 
Kin of hostages tormented by info vacuum (p2) 
Foreign Ministry official sees need for banning travel to 
risky areas (p2) 
Chinese, South Koreans top Japanese 1n English skills 
(p2) 
Embassy in Haitian capital reopens (p2) | 
Curry-poisoner set to break her silence 1n appeal (p3) 
TV economist held over peek up dress (p3) 
Business News 
Current account surplus soars 46.2% on Asia trade (p14) 
Private-sector deregulation panel launched (p14) 
Bank lending slides for 75" month (p14) 
Singapore growth rate surges to robust 7.3% (p17) 


Sports News 
_ Nagashima released from hospital (p23) 
Y awara-chan books ticket to Athens (p23) 
Ethiopians take Nagano Marathon (p23) 


Editorial 
Unrealistic claim of espionage (p16) 


April 14 (Wednesday) 


Front Page News 
U.S. forces set to strike militia in Najaf 
Chinese held in Iraq ‘likely mistaken’ for Japanese 
Japan hostages may become bargaining chips in U.S.- 
Sunni deal | 
Government slaps media gag on hostage crisis staffers 
Godzilla lends had for Special Olympics 


Foreign News 
Chinese held in Iraq place $90 price tag on their lives 
(p4) 
North Korea, Taiwan top Cheney brief in Beijing (p4) 
Australia on Kyoto protocol track (p4) 
Bush will hold rare solo news conference (p5) 
U.S. to seek help from Iraq Army old guard (p5) 
Bush, Mubarak back Israel pullout plan (p6) 
U.S. intelligence needs reform: Bush (p6) 
Huge Canada seal hunt draws angry protests (p7) 


Domestic News 
By-election races focus on Iraq, pensions (p2) 
Malpractice-death coverup appeal fails (p2) 
Captives’ families press on despite exhaustion (p2) 
Cheney lauds Japan’s resolve to keep SDF troops in Iraq 
(p2) 
Kyoto farms get clean bird-flu bill of health (p3) 
Business News 
Japan wholesale prices post first rise since 2000 (p12) 
Japan Post sees international business as cornerstone 
(p12) 
Beef talks to resume, Cheney says (p12) 
Kondo OK’d to head highway body (p12) 
Nissan, China noodle maker tie up (p12) 
Australian confidence strong (p14) 


Sports News 
Japan wants to host 2007 World Cup (p19) 
Fukuhara, Konishi bag Olympic spot (p19) 
Kazuo sparkles in Shea debut (p19) 
Editorial 
Hostage nightmare continues (p16) 


April 15 (Thursday) 


Front Page News 
Al-Sadr extends olive branch 
Koizumi swipe at ‘terrorists’ downplayed 
Bush Oks ‘decisive force’ to pacify Iraq 
Cheney pressed to end Taiwan arms sales 
Foreign News 
Philippines may pull troops out of Iraq: Arroyo (p4) 
EU may lift China arms bans (p4) 
Suharto’s old party claims poll win (p4) 
U.N. envoy Brahimi set to unveil new Iraq plan (p5) 
Armitage to seek help for Iraq during Mideast visit (p5) 
ANC expected to romp to easy election victory in South 
Africa (p7) | 
Candidates sidestep ethnic splits in Macedonia 
presidential poll (p9) 
Bush, Fox discuss human rights (p9) 
Domestic News 
No need for U.S. restrain, Koizumi says (p2) 
Families caught in cross fire over Iraq hostage ordeal 
(p2) 
Diet targets North Korean ships via oil-spill insurance 
law (p2) 
Ancient Asia meets old Europe in unique show (p3) 
DPJ expressway counterproposal envisages toll-free 
highways in 2008 (p3) 
Business News 
_ Asia, Oceania central banks plan local currency bond 
fund (p12) 
Bankruptcies fall for second straight year (p12) 
New Jersey official urges speedier drug approval (p12) 
Foreign worker infrastructure urged (p12) 
Sharp rise in retail sales can lift U.S. GDP figures (p14) 
Iraq oil output to stay steady even with exodus (p15) 
WTO upholds punitive duties against Canada (p15) 


Sports News 
Fukudome helps Dragons battle back to top Giants 


(p24) 
Editorial 
Making nuclear energy safer (p20) 


April 16 (Friday) 

Front Page News 
Japanese hostage trio freed in Iraq 
Bush backs Israel keeping occupied land 
Pro-Roh party heads to S. Korea poll win 


Foreign News 
No pulling out troops from Iraq: Arroyo (p4) 
Taiwan keeps eye on H.K.: Cheney (p4) 
Foreign contractors find staying in Iraq increasingly 

difficult (p5) 

U.S. agencies failed to recognize al-Qaeda (p5) 
ANC poised for landslide election victory (p6) 
EPA targets dirty air across U.S. (p8) 


Domestic News 

Families rejoice over hostages’ release (p2) 

Dental lobby chief, six others held over bribery 

allegation (p2) 

Court grants Turkish Kurd refugee status (p2) 

Ruling on Koizumi shrine visit to go uncontested (p2) 

Mori, Putin look for solution to territorial dispute (p3) 
Business News 

U.S. neat processor wants to be tested (p9) 

Japanese firms have top earning potential: poll (p9) 

IMF warns on U.S. budget deficits (p19) 

Overheating fear as China economy grows 9.7% (p19) 
Sports News 

Dodgers’ Ishii roughs up Wells (p22) 

Hiroshima tops Tigers (p24) 
Editorial 

Cyprus at a crossroads (p20) 


April 17 (Saturday) 


Front Page News 
Freed hostages to come home Sunday 
Koizumi can’t believe pair want to go back 
Japan’s crisis response wins praise, flak 
New bin Laden message displays propaganda skill 
Foreign News 
Uni Party win heralds new political era in S. Korea (p4) 
Cheney ends Asia visit, asks allies for support (p4) 
H.K. prodemocracy lawmakers blast Tung (p4) 
Arabs vent fury at Bush support for Sharon plan (p6) 
U.S. pledges $400 mil. U.N. Cyprus plan (p6) 
Socialist made Spanish premier (p7) 
ANC wins South Africa election by landslide (p7) 
U.S. liberal radio wins first battle to stay on air (p7) 


Domestic News 
Two hostages seek Iraq return (p2) 
Japanese face ban on Iraq travel (p2) 
Hostage drama highlights SDF’s tough role in Iraq (p2) 


Major meat distributor faces arrest in 600 million 
buyback swindle (p2) 

High court rejects appeal over use of taxpayer’s money 
(p2) 

Journalists mull Asia integration outside the EU box 
(p3) 

Business News 

Nancy Baker steps into beef-testing fray (p8) 

Debate over testing all cattle for BSE to continue (p8) 

Apmil economic assessment left unchanged from March 


(p8) 
Postal privatization might hurt Japanese government 
bonds: economists (p8) 
Shiseido to open 500 stores in China (p8) 
Japan, Philippines reach agreement (p8) 
U.S. pressures China to free yuan, warns of overheating 
(p11) 
World economy to grow by 3.7% this year: U.N. (p11) 
IMF race, EU enlargement expected to dominate EBRD 
annual meeting (p11) 
Sports News 
Lions ace Matsuzaka baffles Hawks batters (p18) 
Oko to join Hall of Fame in U.S. (p19) 
Yaguchi, Tachikawa bag keirin finals (p19) 
Wheldon wins pole for Indy Japan 300 (p19) 
Kazuo sets table again for Mets (p20) 
Editorial 
Hostage release no peace gesture (p16) 


April 18 (Sunday) 
Front Page News 
Most in poll back Tokyo Iraq efforts 
Last of Japanese hostages freed in Iraq 
Bush embraces U.N. plan for transition 
Three have to foot the bill 
Foreign News 
Myanmar unlocks opposition headquarters (p3) 
U.S. soldier’s hometown turns yellow (p4) 
White House gardens hailed as a haven in troubled 
times (p4) 
Three more held in Madrid blasts (p4) 
Jordan’s king says Iraq war fostering extremism (p5) 
Domestic News 
Pair’s release takes the heat off Koizumi (p2) 
Ailing Asada to ax all workers over bird-flu snafu (p2) 
DPJ to field activist singer Kina (p2) 
Scientists extract lithium from sea (p2) 
Business News 
IMF approves new loan for Turkey (p16) 
U.S. factory production falls 0.2% (p16) 
U.S. firm in peril after mad cow tesi bid is blocked 
(p17) 
Canadian co-op to test alli cattle (p17) 
Sports News 
Japan pair secures Olympic berth (p19) 
Wheldon gives Honda victory in Indy Japan 300 (p20) 
Editorial 
A political quake in South Korea (p12) 


April 19 (Monday) 

Front Page News 
Israeli forces assassinate new Hamas chief Rantisi 
Freed hostage trio back home 
Myanmar opposition prepares for Suu Kyi’s release 
JT Readers’ Fund | ¥ In to charities 

—— News 
China wants EU to lift arms ban (p3) 
Dalai Lama arrives in Vancouver, runs into China- 

Canada conflict (p3) 


China wants EU to lift arms ban (p3) 
Myanmar issue overshadows Asia-Europe talks (p3) 


Spanish chief Zapatero takes office, names 
heavyweights to his Cabinet (p4) 
Popularity of Chirac, Raffarin suffer falls in poll (p4) 
Book details Bush’s early Iraq war plans (p6) 
First international conference in decades opens in Kabul 
(p6) 
William plays water polo before public for first time 
(p8) 
New space station crew ready for liftoff (p8) 
Domestic News 
Freed captive not sorry he went to Iraq (p2) 
Princess Nori 35 years, justifies single status (p2) 
Pyongyang follows Seoul, issues ne stamps 
(p2) 
Nosaka, key part of SDF-LDP bloc of ‘90s, dead at 79 
(p2) 
Sports News 
Japanese women crush Vietnam (p20) 
Fudo captures three-way playoff (p20) 
Tsukada claims ticket to Athens (p20) 
Murata secures Olympic berth (p20) 
Editorial 
The confident Mr. Bush (p16) 


April 20 (Tuesday) 


Front Page News 
Spain’s new leader orders troops to pull out of Iraq 
Soyuz rocket blasts off for ISS carrying 3 astronauts 
U.S. reports Pyongyang’s abductions 
Hu briefs Kim Jong II on U.S. view of nuclear crisis: S. 
Korean report 


Foreign News 
India begins elections tipped to return Vajpayee to 


power (p4) 
Philippines warns Vietnam on provocative Spratlys tour 


(p4) 

Israel didn’t warn U.S. of attack on Rantisi: Rice (p5) 

U.S. needs president to restore world’s trust: Kerry (p6) 

British may be asked to vote on EU constitution 
referendum (p6) 

Bosnian Serb general has wer crimes sentence cut (p7) 

Indians, East Timorese win environment prize (p8) 

Domestic News 

Freed hostage pair sorry, admit going to Fallujah (p2) 

Tokyo, Hokkaido police to question trio of freed 
hostages (p2) 

Rightist admits harassing Chongryun (p2) 

Chiefs of staff hold joint news conference (p2) 

Industry wants reactor-check intervals extended (p2) 

DPJ agrees to end Diet boycott (p2) 

Suzuki to run for Upper House seat despite bribery trial 
(p2) 

Average value of assets held by Lower House members 
falls (3) 

Cost, language barrier still keeping tourists away (p3) 

Top court to nix state appeal of lung disease ruling (p3) 

Business News 

World Bank upbeat over growth (p10) 

Fukui optimistic over Japanese economy (p10) 

BOJ, Toyota chiefs make Time’s ‘most influential’ list 


(p10) 
45% of engineers feeling less motivated: poll (p10) 


Matsushita, Apple forge editing tieup (p10) 

401(k)-style pensions on the rise (p10) 

Postal privatization team named (p10) 

Chinese vice premier leaves for U.S. (p13) 

Saudis vowed oil price cut to aid Bush re-election, 
Woodward says (p13) 

France ends coal mining (p13) 


Sports News 
Maradona fighting for life; hospitalized with heart 
trouble (p20) 


Editorial 
Remembering Saint-Exupery (16) 


April 21 (Wednesday) 


Front Page News 
Iraqi mediator optimistic about Fallujah ceasefire 
Al-Qaeda planning to bomb English soccer stadium: 
papers 
Saudis deny they’ll use oil to influence U:S. polls 
Violence mars start of Indian voting 


Foreign News 
China urges Kim to study S. Korean economic reforms 
(p4) 
Republic becomes Australian election issue (p4) 
Bush picks Negroponte as top Iraq diplomat (p5) 
Iraq peacekeepers mull Spain pullout (p5) 
Iraq war support falls in Britain (p5) 
U.S. prepares for election-time terrorism (p6) 
Former spy master admits guilt (p6) 
U.N. tribunal mulls lawsuit against NATO (p8) | 
EU says newcomers have turned around polluted past 
(p9) 
Domestic News 
Hayashi to talk in curry-poisoning appeal (p2) 
SDF troops staying in Iraq, vows Tokyo (p2) 
Secret meeting with North condemned (p2) 
_ Defense Agency to upgrade bureaus (p2) 
Japan extends SDF refueling mission (p2) 
10% of abused elders imperiled: poll (p2) 
Hostages released into storm of criticism (p3) 
Two other freed captives back in Japan (p3) 
Mori questions why ‘huge Russia’ won’t give up islands 
(p3) 
Business News 
Japan carmakers to expand European operations (p14) 
Foreign-exchange policies unlikely to be focus of G-7 
finance meeting (p14) 
Domestic shipments of electronics climbed 11.6% in 
March (p14) 
JETRO to add two Chinese bases (p14) 
Sports News 
Miki, Yamada earn tickets to Athens (p21) 
Japan eyes hosting 2011 World Cup (p21) 
Japanese team sails into Olympics (p21) 
Takahashi may run in Berlin or Chicago (p22) 
Editorial 
Wanted: an honest broker (p18) 


April 22 (Thursday) 


Front Page News 
Suicide attacks kill at least 68 in Basra 
Saudi security HQ blasts kill at least two 


U.S. may need military draft Iraq: senator 
Nuclear whistle-blower Vanunu freed in Israel 


Foreign News 
N. Korea’s Kim to be ‘patient, flexible’ in talks (p4) 
Hard-working Asians making their mark in U.S. (p4) 
_ FBI head says China faces risk of terrorism (p4) 
Fake baby formula sparks China crisis (p4) 
Date set for Bush, Cheney double-team at 9/11 hearing 
(p5) 
U.K. police grill 10 arrested in terrorist sweep (p5) 
Kremlin now favored locale to find out White House 
news (p6) 
Judge stops last U.S. legal gay marriages (p7) 
Bush campaign spent record $50 million in March (p7) 
America’s oceans get unhealthy report card (p8) 
Domestic News 
Freed hostages traumatized by ordeal, criticism (p2) 
Abe in hot water over professor on campaign card (p2) 
Gloves come off as rival LDP factions fight for cash 
(p2) 
Akayev laouds Japan’s Afghan aid (p2) 
English classes all the rag at elementary schools (p3) 
Miyazaki loggers eye cedar sales to China’s wealthy 
(p3) 
Kenya claims Africa’s first Japanese-style croquette 
shop (p3) 
Business News 
First female ANA executive acts as liason (p10) 
2003 trade surplus sees 16.3% rise (p10) 
Nissan will be exempt from U.S, fuel economy 
standards (p10) 
USA Todeay editor resigns after journalistic scandal 


(p12) 
Economics professor is picked to lead Bundesbank 


(p13) 
Denmark world’s e-commerce leader (p13) 
Sports News 
Shinjo cracks pair to lead Fighters (p20) 
Kitajima books Athens spot (p21) 
Editorial 
A beef with the USDA (p18) 


April 23 (Friday) 
Front Page News 
N. Korean train crash kills, injures up to 3,000: reports 
Mouse produced from two moms 
Beltway ruling backs residents 
Foreign News 
U.S. allies threatened with terrorist attacks (p4) 
More deadly diseases to threaten Asia: meeting (p4) 
Americans worried over terrorism: poll (p5) 
Procedures for banning head scarves in French schools 
create confusion (p5) 
New passport deadline extension sought (p5) 
Half of Latin Americans prefer prosperity to living in 
democracy (p6) 
Domestic News 
SDF troops balance duty, safety (p2) 
Mongolian attache must pay, roughed-up cabby declares 
(p2) 
‘Return’ freed abductees, North’s envoy tells Japan (p2) 
Japanese movies invited to Cannes (p2) 


Ohta quizzed over ties with arrested meat exec (p3) 


Business News 
EU reaches farm deal (p8) 
Japan, U.S. plot fresh round of talks over ongoing 
dispute on beef imports (p9) 
Japan-Russia deal in the pipeline (p9) 
Aussies may violate Nara Treaty (p9) 
Sports News 
Matsuda smashes national record (p23) 
Japan’s Under-23s held by Greece in Olympic warmup 
game (p23) 
Aoki to enter Hall of Fame (p24) 
Editorial 
Mr. Vajpayee has reason to smile (p18) 


April 24 (Saturday) 
Front Page News 
DaimlerChriysler stops aid to Mitsubishi Motors 
N. Korea train blast kills at least 150: aid officials 
Cabinet trio sorry for not paying compulsory pension 
premiums 
Foreign News 
China on alert after SARS cases are confirmed (p4) 
Beijing set to double defense spending this year: 
Pentagon (p4) 
Myanmar pulls out of Thai talks (p4) 
Jackson plans to plead not guilty (p5) 
U.S. House Oks bill to replace members in case of 
disaster (p6) 
Bush, Kerry square off over environment issues (p7) 
Kelly report faults USA Today for ignoring warning 
signs (p7) 
Domestic News 
Violence drives aid workers out of Iraq (p2) 
North’s money-laundering, drug trade a threat: FBI boss 
(p2) 
Bill to begin citizen-judge system clears Lower House 
(p2) 
Bureaucrats linked to key figure in beef-buyback fraud 
(p3) 
Surgeons in Chiba offer radical solution to obesity (p3) 
Business News 
Lower House Oks bill to prop up ailing banks (p8) 
U.S. tells Japan to halt interventions (p8) 
China dominant player in seafood markets (p8) 
Investment companies to form tieup (p8) 
U.S. urged to cut export curbs (p11) 
Multinationals halt Iraq projects due to violence (p11) 
IMF predicts continued global growth (p11) 
Sports News 
Matsuda, Yamamoto set for Athens (p19) 
Spilberg plans Munich Games movie (p19) 
Giants set home-run record (p19) 
Editorial | 
Observing the Earth as it is (p16) 


April 25 (Sunday) 
Front Page News 
Rail blast killed 154: N. Korea 
Greek and Turkish Cypriots vote over U.N. plan to 
reunify 


G-7 nations upbeat on future in draft communique 
Al-Sadr threatens U.S. with ‘suicide operation’ 


Foreign News 
Canada’s Martin, Dalai Lama confer (p3) 
China close down SARS research lab after two workers 
are taken ill (p3) 
Sharon says pledge not to harm Arafat is no longer 
binding (p4) 
Bush rewards Gadhafi by lifting some sanctions (p5) 
Indicted Jackson heads back to court supported by 
family (p6) 
Domestic News 
Japan-U.S. team to work on BSE-test pact (p2) 
Drivers recount Iraq hostage-taking to terror squad (p2) 
_ Fugitive Fujimori leads in Peru poll (p2) 
Murakami novel Austria’s top seller (p2) 
NHK off hook for sex-slave trial editing (p2) 


Business News 
Economic outlook looking good (p16) 
Paris may cancel some of Iraq’s debt: Sarkozy (p16) 
Durable goods orders given to U.S. factories rose 3.4% 
in March (p17) 
G-24 backs Spain’s Rato for top IMF job (p17) 
Investor confidence adds hope in supercharged 
Colombia (p17) 
Sports News 
Kitajima easily books Athens berth (p19) 
Japan upsets U.S. in Wakayama (p19) 
Editorial 
‘A long fuse has been lighted’ (p12) 


April 26 (Monday) 

Front Page News 
Greek Cypriots vote down U.N. reunification plan 
Boat bombers attack Iraqi oil terminals 
LDP poised to win three Lower House by-elections 


Foreign News 

Howard makes surprise Iraq visit (p3) 

Chinese emergency aid arrives in North Korea (p3) 

World leaders regret Greek Cypriots’ vote against 
reunification(p4) 

Just 25 percent of U.K. voters back proposed EU 
Constitution: survey (p4) 

Saudis gave U.S. more help in war than acknowledged 
(p5) 

Strong economic growth predicted by G-7 (p6) 

G-7 nations pledge to choke off terrorist financing (p6) 

Austria’s election may result in first female head of state 
(p/) 

Priest charged with killing of nun (p8) 

Woman appointed to senior position in Catholic Church 
for first time (p83) 


Domestic News 

Mitsubishi Fuso exec grilled over false report (p2) 

Officials agree on global observation framework (p2) 

Ministry official received embezzled funds (p2) 

North Korea blast prompts Japan aid pledge (p2) 

Snow, Tanigaki stress importance of postwar 
reconstruction (p2) 

Japan earns praise at G-7 meeting as optimism sidelines 
currency issues (p2) 


Business News 


U.S. interest rate hike would impact entire economy, 
cool housing boom (p13) 

Japanese companies divided on potential yuan 
revaluation (p13) 


Sports News 
Hagiwara to call it a day (p19) 
Hungary edges Japan (p20) 
Editorial 
No place for partisanship (p16) 


April 27 (Tuesday) 
Front Page News | 
Beijing nixes Hong Kong’s hopes to hold direct 
elections 
Fallujah ceasefire extended as Iraqis, U.S. ready joint 
patrols 
Founder of McDonald’s in Japan is dead at 78 
North Korea blocks Seoul aid offer 


Foreign News 
Aid supplies stream into N. Korea town hit by train 
explosion (p4) 
China struggles to contain fresh outbreak of SARS (p4) 
Howard stays the course in Iraq ahead of elections (p4) 
Social Democrat Fischer tops candidate endorsed by 
Haider (p5) 
Yemen leader warns U.S. over Iraq (p5) 
NATO envoys make unprecedented trip to Afghanistan 
(p5) 
Abortion rights supporters march on D.C. (p6) 
British protesters hurl garbage cans at visiting French 
politician Le Pen (p6) 
Jackson replaces lawyers a few days before arraignment 
(p/) 
Domestic News 
Hostages ‘anti-Japan’: lawmaker (p2) 
Government orders former hostages to pay up (p2) 
Nippon Shinpan data may have been leaked (p2) 
North Korean ferry back in Niigata (p2) 
Japan to send relief supplies to North (p2) 
Firms now balking at political donations (p2) 
Koizumi still popular as he marks third anniversary (p3) 
Government relieved as LDP wins all Lower House by- 
elections (p3) 
State to check on overtime workers (p3) 
Business News 
Nissan saw profit reach record level in fiscal ’03 (p10) 
Panel proposes Japan Post by privatized by 2012 (p10) 
China, consolidation end steel industry slump (p10) 
Import beef prices fall, domestic rise (p10) 
China outlines plans to cope with jobless (p13) 
Asian stocks start week mostly down (p13) 
‘Sports News 
Kitajima vows to deliver gold (p19) 
Asashoryu tops prestigious east slot (p19) 
Ishii shuts out Giants (p20) 
Editorial 
Mixed marks for Mr. Koizumi (p16) 


April 28 (Wednesday) 
Front Page News | 
Jordan airs al-Qaeda suspects’ confessions 


Iraqi sovereignty must have limits: Powell 
Pension payment records of Cabinet, shadow Cabinet to 
be aired 


Foreign News 


China lashes U.S., U.K. for criticizing H.K. ruling (p4) 

Australia mulls gay marriage ban (p4) 

Italy given 5 days to save hostages’ lives (p5) 

Bush team readies for the worst, before Nov. 
presidential election (p5) 

Israel marks independence day amid disagreement over 
Sharon Gaza plan (p6) 

South Africa geared up to mark freedom decade (p6) 

Cheney thrust into the election spotlight (p7) 

Protesters mark Chernobyl anniversary (p7) 


Domestic News 


Lower House Oks four expressway bills (p2) 

Airports plan to start shoe X-rays before Golden Week 
(p2) 

Five postsurgery deaths prompt Sendai hospital probe 
(p2) 

Crow Prince set to visit Europe (p2) 

Disappointed by DPJ’s election loss, Kan wants law 
forcing public to vote (p3) 

State, mining firm ordered to pay sickened workers (p3) 

Hostage blames state for backlash (p3) 


Business News 


MMC would pay dearly for pullout, Aussies warn (p12) 

FSA discloses results of special audit (p12) 

Honda posts record profit on strong overseas sales (p12) 

TSE to open doors to foreign firms (p12) 

OPEC may raise target price by 30 percent, chief says 
(p14) 

WTO sides with Brazil over U.S. cotton subsidies (p15) 

Europeans have not matched U.S. competitiveness: 
report (p15) 


Sports News 


Thorpe confirms he will swim in 400-meter freestyle in 
Athens (p20) 


Editorial 


Back to the future in Indonesia (p16) 


April 29 (Thursday) 
Front Page News 


Key ministers admit ducking pension fees 

Thai police slay 107 militants 

Pension reform bills driven past committee 

U.S. forces pound Fallujah insurgents 

Yongyang asks for 50 TVs as aid for blast victims, but 
rejects doctors 


Foreign News 


Sri Lanka to meet Norway envoys (p4) 

Transitional government starts to take shape for war- 
torn Iraq (p5) 

Bush’s Iraq ambassador nominee sees ‘evolving’ 
sovereignty for Iraqis (p5) 

Supreme Court troubled by access to White House 
secrets (p5) 

Mbeki swarn in, vows work on poverty (p6) 

U.S. antimissile defense system could be ready soon: 
Pentagon (p/7) 

U.S. sends home nearly 700 Haitian would-be migrants 

Party gives Spain’s Aznar fond farewell (p6) 


U.S. ban on partial-birth abortion will be challenged in New EU members to face brain drain (p15) 
three courts (p7) Sports News 
Domestic News Yomiuri’s Abe homers again to equal Japanese record 
Cop off hook in suspect’s death (p2) (p20) 
Golden Week travelers jump the gun at Narita, Kansai Asahara wins 100 at Oda Memorial (p20) 
(p2) Japan handed third straight loss (p20) 
U.S. seeks reconstruction aid from SDF in Afghanistan Suzuki downs Inoue to book berth (p20) 
(p2) Japan bounces Czechs (p22) 
Kuala Lumpur embassy gets terror threat (p2) _. Editorial 
Marine base in Nago subjected to environmental study The return of SARS (p16) 
(p2) 
Public land developers held -¥ 2.5 trillion in bad assets: 
study (p3) 
Boat crew survivors focus of Bikini nuke test study (p3) 
Revise Constitution to allow greater flexibility: council 
(p3) 
Business News 
BOJ says Japan will ‘continue its recovery’ (p10) 
Employment opportunities set to grow amid recovery 
(p10) 
Ministry upgrades regional economies (p10) 
Japan Post inks parcel delivery ties (p10) 
Industrial production rises for second straight year (p10) 
Sports News 
Dodgers to honor Japanese-Americans (p21) 
Japan falls to U.S. in straight sets (p21) 
Editorial 
Worrisome low voter turnout (p18) 


April 30 (Friday) 
Front Page News 


Women edge men in Japanese fun gauge 
Baghdad bomb kills eight U.S. soldiers 
Gadhafi tells Europe to ‘wake up’ over Iraq 
GSDF troops take cover as two mortar shells hit nearby 
Student turns self in over embassy bomb threat 
Foreign News 
Group to hold talks on N. Korean crisis (p4) 
Australia prepares for local Sheila marry Danish prince 
(p4) 
Legal team says prosecutors lack enough evidence to 
charge Sharon(p5) 
Annan warns U.S. to hold its fire (p6) 
Florida cat lover, pet are reunited (p13) 
Iranians outraged by polygamy on TV (p13) 
Domestic News 
Rengo roasts May Day guest Kan (p2) 
Jets keep landing as carjacker chased by cops drives 
onto Haneda (p2) 
Japan seen struggling to Deadly door’s sensor was set at 
135 cm (p2) 
Mayors of 582 cities campaign to abolish nuclear 
weapons (p2) 
Nagoya University to base telescope in New Zealand 
(p3) 
Musicians back eco-friendly projects (p3) 
Food-labeling requirements to be expanded (p3) 
Business News 
U.S. GDP grows at 4.2% rate (p14) 
U.S. declines to pursue China trade cases (p15) 
Hope for record Brazil crops fade on weather (p15) 


